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It's Pi Day in America, a national 

celebration of the most famous its British 
mathematical ratio – calculated by Journey 
dividing a circle's circumference by series, Royal 
its diameter. Pi is a transcendental Mail issues 
number, which means that it stamps 
cannot be calculated to perfect featuring 
precision and actually goes on for landscapes 
ever, but to 20 decimal places it's in Northern 


3.14159265358979323846 е People Ireland e Friends and 


Water & Life 


in the Faces ona Place == 
displaying poetry and images deed by 
the public e Hungarian Commemorative 
Day marks the outbreak of revolution and 
the country's war of independence in 
1848-49 е To celebrate the anniversary of 
the birth of Einstein [right], it's National 
Ideas Week, when employers should 
encourage fresh ideas from the workforce 

The 19th annual Rock And Roll Hall of 
Fame induction ceremony takes place at 
the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York 


FEATHER BOY 


What attracted you to playing the role of Norbert? 
| haven't played anyone like that before. He's a totally е 
different character, I'm nothing like him in really life. 
Norbert's very timid and shy. He's also a victim as he gets * 
bullied. But he's quite sweet, really, and has to deal with — * 
a lot of things. ° 
Have you ever been bullied? . 
No, I'm not the type of person who gets bullied. I've 
never really been bullied in my life. None of my friends 
has been either. . 
Were you a fan ofthe > 
book? 
No, | hadn't read the x 
book before. But | met 
the author recently and 
she said I'd captured 
Norbert just right. I'm 
not really a bookworm. 
but | am quite good 
at drawing. 


Giant's Causeway, Antrim coast 1 st 
Northern ireland 


around the theatre and TV actor Denis Quilley, 
world whose who died last year, gather at the 
lives are National Theatre in London to share 
affected by memories ә J К Rowling is among 
dams will be the shortlisted authors in the 
taking part ın WHSmith People's Choice Awards, 
today's the results of which are announced 
International today Nominations were gathered 
| Day of Action from the public via the internet and 
Against then assessed by a panel of judges 
| Dams & that includes Holiday presenter 
for Rivers, Craig Doyle, Linda Barker and 


Sarah, Duchess of York 


International Scouse Day celebrates 
all things Liverpudlian to raise money 
for the city's Alder Hay Children's 
Hospital e Spoof movie remake 

of 1970s TV cop show Starsky & 
Hutch, starring Ben Stiller and Owen 
Wilson [below]; hits cinemas 


People around the world celebrate 
the feast day of St Patrick, the patron 
saint of Ireland e The Affordable Art 
Fair gem in Battersea Park, London, 
s with prices 

ranging from £50 
to £2,500 е Your 
Face or Mine 
presenter Jimmy 
Carr is among the 
comedians taking 
| part in the 
| Glasgow Comedy 
| Festival, with 

150 performances 
taking: sa at venues across the 
= over the next fortnight 


colleagues of 


The first practical radar tests were 
carried out by Rudolf Kuhnold 70 years 
ago today He succeeded in receiving 
signals bounced off the battleship 


| and queen Hesse at a distance of 550m e Global 

| of Motown, Protest day sees anti-war 

Diana Ross demonstrations taking place around 
plays a gig the world to mark the anniversary 

| at Wembley of the invasion of Iraq e The Soul 

Í Arenas Girls Train Music Awards take place at the 
| aged 10 Pasadena Civic Auditorium, California 
to 15 are Last year, LL Cool J, Mariah Carey 
encouraged and — — upa Ee 

| to 

| accompany 
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Take Our Daughters to Work Day 
The initiative is designed to widen 
girls' career ambitions and 
expectations beyond traditional roles 


Nicky Singer's fantastic Feather Boy novel 
is now a CBBC series. We meet young 
actor Thomas Sangster who plays 
bullied hero, Norbert No-Bottle 


„ Do you find it easy acting alongside stars such as 


Liam Neeson [in Love Actually] and Sheila Hancock 


2 [who plays Edith Sorrell in Feather Boy]? 


* Yes ... once I've met them and know who they are 

1 usually get along with them and we become friends. 

* You forget who they are, really. 

How is working on a blockbuster film different from 
working on a television series? 

The atmosphere is different. On a film, there are more 
crew, more make-up people, and it feels a lot bigger when 
you are there. | wouldn't say the food in the canteen was 


„ any better, though. 


Do you have a favourite scene from Feather Boy? 

I'm not sure until I've seen all of it because sometimes 
scenes can end up completely different from how you 
expected. | enjoyed filming the scene where Norbert falls 
over a high platform. We used wires so | got to float 
around. It was fun even though the harness did dig in. 


Feather Boy starts on Tuesday, at 4.55pm, on BBC1 


With 7 Days you always know what's going on 
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Oxford is hosting some of the top names in 
children's literature during The Sunday Times 
The amazing line up of authors scheduled to 
appear includes Phillip 
‚ Pullman [left], Anthony 
Horowitz, Mark Haddon 
and the most borrowed 
author in the UK, 
Jacqueline Wilson. 
Other highlights for 
youngsters includes the Oxford literary treasure 
quiz, which takes visitors around the city centre 
which is home to fictional characters like Alice 
in Wonderland and Bilbo Baggins. 
For more details and ticket information, click on 
www.sundaytimes-oxfordliteraryfestival co.uk 


sia. 
THE SUNDAY TIMES 


Oxford 
Literary 


Festival 


Beagle eyed? 


A mystery that has baffled historians for 130 years couid finally be solved. 
A team of marine archeologists believe they have located the remains 

of HMS Beagle - the ship in which British naturalist Charles Darwin sailed 
around the world, performing various scientific experiments in the 1830s. 
The alleged wreckage of the 

ship has been tracked by 

sophisticated radar technology 

to a site beneath marshes 

in Essex. "We can see the 

outline of a dock for the ship 

and can make out wood and 

metal, which is highly 

suggestive that there is 

something substantial down 

there, probably the bottom 

of the Beagle," says Dr Robert 

Prescott [right] of the Beagle 

Ship Research Group 


Residents living near 
the new Walt Disney 
Concert Hall, in Los 
Angeles, are getting 
hot under the collar 
.. and everywhere 
else! Made of 
stainless steel, the 
£147m music venue has shiny walls, which are reflecting sunlight into 
nearby homes. One local has complained that her rooms are now 15C 
warmer than before and that she has to keep the air conditioning on 

24 hours a day. Architects on the project have been recalled to come up 
with a cooling solution to the problem, which could include a mesh 
blanket cover as a temporary measure. A more permanent solution might 
be to sandblast the shiny metal so that it no longer reflects the sun. 
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While many things in the UK come to a halt 
X £ with the smallest amount of snow 


who's s 
x is Krista 


the rest of the world 
at the recent 
skeleton bobsleigh 


world сир 


a large baking tray 
has two handles and 
no brakes. Kristan 
says he's ready to 
represent Britain at 
the Winter Olympics. 
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Paul Wray and Claire Sheldon from Team Funday see if their driving skills are up to ... The Italian Job! 


MINI PARTS 


ө During the filming of 

The Italian Job, 32 customised 
stunt Mini Coopers were 
used. The climax is the 
thrilling chase down LA's 
Hollywood Boulevard and 
LA Metro Line 

@ Oscar-winning star of The 
Italian Job, Charlize Theron 
was the best Mini driver, 
beating the film's two boys. 
"Charlize was better than 
both of us," says co-star Jason 
Statham. "She was so 
confident that she was doing 
these 390° spins and nailing 
them every time." 

@ The Italian Job is a remake 
of a 1969 film starring 
Michael Caine ... and 
old-style Mini Coopers 


The Italian 
Job [cert 12] 
is out now to 
buy on DVD 
[£19.99] and 
VHS [£14.99] 


UNDAY 


Can Disney Channel presenter Nigel Mitchell pass the very first Funday Challenge - learning t 


Nigel has never been skiing or 

1 snowboarding before but he's very excited 
"It looks like a cool thing to do, and skiers will 
hate me for saying this, but it's a little bit cooler 
than skiing,” he admits. We take Nigel to meet 
top snowboard tutor James Maslin at Xscape, 
in Milton Keynes. First stop, to don waterproof 
clothing and to check the board fits. 


Without using a board, James shows Nigel 

how to bend his knees in order to balance 
properly. Balance is crucial on the slopes to 
help control direction and movement. 


Next, it's time to learn how to fall both 
backwards and forwards on the snow 


instructor James 
2 says you should 
always wear a 
helmet on the indoor 
and outdoor slopes = 
he didn't once and 


managed to crack his 
head open. Ouch! 


Nigel attaches his snowboard and learns to 
& go down the slope backwards, while trying 
to move in a straight line. "This is hard," he 
chuckles. "You have to remember to dig your 
toes into the snow because they are basically 
your brakes.” 


Nigel might be a ski slope novice, but he 
3 used to skateboard. "I couldn't do many 
skills on it. | could balance on it and just about 
do a 360° spin," he recalls. "I could never do an 
ollie but 1 did roll over my thumb once which 
took off the nail.” 


CHALLENGE 


snowboard? Marie-Claire Giddings takes Nigel to Xscape in Milton Keynes to put him to the test 


NIGEL'S REPORT 

So, James, what did you think of Nigel: ? 

He was good. It's always the first lesson where 
people decide if they like it or not and he picked 
it up really quickly — and he looked quite 
confident coming down the slope at the end. 
He's got good balance and he handled himself 
well and he fell over maybe three times 
throughout the lesson, which is nothing. I'd say 
it would take him two more lessons at the most. 
Any tips for him to work on? 

The main ones are body posture, keeping your 
knees bent is a strong one because you use 
those as your springs to absorb any bumps and 
keeping your weight forward when you learn to 
turn. He has to be careful of dropping his heel 
and toe edge - that's why he fell over. You've 
got to have concentration ali the time. 

Most eens did Nigel gest the ебу, 


"james сате down with me first and then 
did itan my own which was quite scary,’ 


t's a great feelir па once you 


THE EXPERT 
Name: James Maslin. Age: 19. Qualifications: 
"You need to be confident to teach but the 
actual qualifications 1 have are an Indoor 
Qualification from the Snowsport Scotland 
Council which ! did here at Xscape. That allows 
me to teach people indoors or on artificial 
slopes. The other one I have is from the British 
Association of Snowsports Instructors, so 1 can 
teach anywhere in the worid apart from France.’ 
James says: "1 started in April 1998 and I've 
been teaching for just over a year. You have 
to have to have at least fiv. year's experience 
before you can start teaching — that's a lot of 
time on the slopes! If you're considering 
snowboarding, anything to do with balance 
Nigel proves to be a bit of a natural and will help you. Gymnastics, windsurfing, surfing, 
he boasts that he's enjoying the Funday skate-boarding and skating are all great, 
Challenge. "It was fantastic, much better than although, when you're surfing you tend to surf 
| thought it would be. It's one of those things on your back foot and in snowboarding ycu 
that you see people do and you think it must board on your front foot." 
be easy but when you get to the top of the 
slope it is a bit scary. | was quite nervous, most 
things you can control with your hands but Xscape is in Milton Keynes and Castleford. 
obviously you use your feet with this. It was Lessons start from £22, to book call 0871 222 
like learning something completely new. 5670 or click on www.xscape.co.uk 
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Jet Set Radio was originally on the 

Sega Dreamcast [remember 

that?] and the game has now 

been reincarnated for the GBA : 

Thanks to its original cool concept | 

- you are a rebellious street 

skater, tagging and spraying your way through a 
fictional Japanese city — it is well worth a second 
chance The landscapes and character look great 
and the game modes [out tag, turf war, tricky] 
are inventive. Tune in and drop out with Jet Set 
Radio for something brilliantly different 
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YOU SILLY. PERILOUS PEST 
ОН, 1 GIVE UP! GO AND 
PLAY IF IT LL KEEP YOU OUT 
OF MISCHIEF BUT ONLY FOR 
HALF AN HOUR! 
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The diary style is а wel-used way for writing books 
for girls. Lily B is written as a journal but thanks to 
energetic writing and fast, funny entries, it's 

a cut above the usual reads Lily is an American 

teen just dying to escape her family's humdrum life, 
craving a glamourous life in publishing. sasse son. 


Poignant in places, Elizabeth Cody 44. E 
Kimmel has an aspiring, cool way of yD 
uer 

pikas 


writing that many girls will find 
appealing while mirroring a lot 
of what they're feeling. Lily B+! $ 
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IN YOUR PYJAMAS? 
GOOD GIRL I WAS 
JUST CHECKING! 


From out of nowhere, well the 
Australian jungle really, Peter 
Andre has become the current 
man of the moment. This hastily- 
constructed site will fill you 
in on the man and his music 
Some of us remain baffled as to 
what all the fuss is about, while 
others 
will gasp 
in wonder 
at just how 
| he gets his 
{ six-pack 
stomach 
It's your 
choice 


Log on, choose your favourite 
short-listed read and vote online 
in the Red House Children's 
Book Award. The books in with 
a shout this year include 
Michael Morpurgo's Private 
Peaceful, Jacqueline Wilson's 
Lola Rose and Lirael by Garth 
Nix It's the award the authors 
love to win because you, the 
reader, decides the winner! 


If you are a webhead and have 
discovered a great site, or have 

created one of your own, spin 
me a mail and tell me all about 
it on webby@sunday-times.co.uk 


DO000 
Tony Hawk's Boom Boom HuckJam 
was a massive concert-style showcase 


for the skate great and 11 other stars 


of the BMX, skate and moto X world 3 uode 
which toured America in 2003 This M add $ 


DVD [£15 99] is a great insight into 

how this massıve undertaking took place, from the 
huge custom-build halfpipe to the lighting, video 
and music — it's big air action on a large scale Feel 
the energy and dedication of these athletes and 
see the hard work they underwent Rad, man! 


PICTURE PA/IAN WEST 


PICTURE. JAMIE HUGHES 


Before H topped the charts with Steps, he dreamed of becoming a musical star. The dream comes 
true this week when H makes his West End debut in Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 


Hi H, what you been up to since we 
last spoke to you? 

| gave myself a year to chill out and 
appreciate what I'd achieved. | knew 
| wanted to try theatre, but | had to 
take time to make that decision. 

Is it hard doing musical theatre? 
Vocally, it's very tough, and 
sustaining that is hard work. Plus, 
when somebody like me goes into 
the theatre from a pop background, 
there can be quite a lot of snobbery 
and people wonder whether ! can do 


it. But this is where | came from 

originally, doing lots of amateur 

shows such as Music Man, Anything 

Goes and West Side Story to name 

a few. I'm also becoming a mature 

student at the end of the year. 

What are you going to study3 

| auditioned for the Royal Academy 

of Music, and got in, so I'm doing the 

musical theatre course there for a 

year. I'm really excited about that. 

I'll graduate in July 2005. 

Were you nervous at the audition? 
Absolutely, because you're 
being judged and you have 
to be good at what you do. 
But thankfully they thought 
I was good enough to do it. 
Do you have to look after 
your voice now? 

Well, I'm not turning into 
Celine Dion, who apparently 
taps the phone rather than 
saying "yes" or "no". But 
there's a lot you do have to 
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do. You need to have enough rest 
and not party as much. 

How were you before your first 
night on the West End stage? 
Surprisingly calm in the afternoon, 
but as the hours ticked by, | got 
rather nervous. Before a show ! go 
quite quiet and | collect my thoughts 
before the curtain goes up. 

Is it different singing a story rather 
than pop songs? 

Yes, Joseph is often played as a bit of 
a pantomime character, because the 
script is quite funny and you can ham 
it up. What I've tried to do is make 
him believable, a real person who 
goes through an emotional journey. 
When you listen to the lyrics, they do 
mean a lot. They are heartfelt songs, 
so | try to act them rather than just 
sing them karaoke-style. 

What are your dream stage roles? 

I'd love to play Billy Liar, I'd love to 
do something really off the wall or 
something with the RSC maybe, such 


WHAT IS TOMMY'$? 


Tommy's has a single goal - to 
save babies' lives. The charity is 
dedicated to funding research 
into the causes and prevention 
of miscarriage, still-birth and 
premature birth. Gap's 
fundraising target of £30,000 will 
make a direct difference to 
families and could be used to 
fund projects such as Tommy's 
information line for two years 


as playing Lysander in A Midsummer 
Night's Dream. Just something that 
nobody would expect. 

Will you be called H in future or will 
you be known as lan Watkins? 

You know, people can call me what 
they want. | think I'm going to be H 
Watkins on the posters of Joseph. 

H stars in Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat at the 
New London Theatre, Drury Lane, 
London. For details, call the box 
office on 0870 890 0141 
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me Leading reference M 2 
Б! publisher DK and popular Ж 
IB internet search engine 
| Google have joined up to help you 
| keep on top of your homework. The 
tax H fact-packed e encyclopedia [£25] is full 
f5 ( of knowledge to absorb and also links- 
you to safe, secure educational 
websites. It features nine main subject 
OW areas – space, earth, nature, human 
body, science & technology, people 
EX & places, society & beliefs. arts 
& entertainment and history 


It's useful if | need to get 
somewhere and for doing 
exercise. Unfortunately, due to the lack of 
cycle paths and heavy traffic, | ride on the 
pavement. More than once, pedestrians 
have shouted at me telling me to ride on 
the road. ! would like to do so, but since 
London provides few cycle paths, | have 
no choice. Why can't London copy cities 
in Holland and create more cycle paths? 
1 can assure Ken Livingstone that this 


Dennis and Gnasher are such jokers! 
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GET ИГ: 


@с 2 2 = Ubisoft has just released two epic adventure titles 
"i : : m к on the Xbox to get your brain ticking and your 
thumbs twisting. 
From the creator of Rayman, Beyond Good & Evil 
is a great action game ... which requires a bit of 
thinking. When the peaceful planet of Hyllis 
is taken over by an alien race, Jade suspects 
all is not as it seems and has to get to the core 
of this invasion, armed only with her camera, 
aikiado staff and common sense. 
Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time takes place 
in a mysterious exotic world where, as the Prince, 
you have to fight to recapture the Sands of Time 
and restore peace to your land: 
Ubisoft is offering 10 readers the chance to win 
an Xbox and a copy of Beyond Good & Evil and 
Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time, each. 


To enter, tell us which modern-day 
country used to be called Persia 


3i OND T Mark your entry UBISOFT and send it, together 
To enter, tell us Sir Nigel - GOODS Evi with your name, age, address and home phone 
Thornberry's occupation. А ^ number, to the competition address below. 


ap 


Normal TNL competition rules apply to all Funday Times competitions 
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From tadpoles! 


The Mews of 


the World! 
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Send your letters, cartoons, jokes and drawings to: 
The Funday Times, PO Box 5073, Leighton Buzzard LU7 7GX 
or funday.times@sunday-times.co.uk 


kk kK жж ж NOT RECEIVED YOUR PRIZE? xk k xk xk xk xk Kk xk Kk 
An alarm cluck! 


ame : з хем Jenna Wallis, 12, William Burton, 12, kkkkkkk*xkx**x СОТ A NEWS STORY? x xk xk xk xk kk k x 
Andrew Croucher, 13, Croydon St Austell Haywards Heath Please telephone 020 7782 7415 
or e-mail funday.news@sunday-times.co.uk 
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Prizes galore all year! ЫШ, 
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PICTURES: ICEPHOTO LIMITED, 
AP. REUTERS/DARREN STAPLES 
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for runs in this Test as the 
West Indian star is playing 
2 on his home island of 
British ice dance champions Sinead and John Kerr are heading to Dortmund, in Germany, Trinidad. н . the 
for the world figure skating championships, which begin on March 22. Q 's Park Oval, in Port 
Funday Sport chats to the talented Scottish brother and sister ol Sita. bac met f the 
г” m I t А = 


England - with his higiest soxe being 4 tadest- 
for-him 55. smt aate bis. 
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last beat England in 1999 with a memorable last- 
gasp try. It's hard to see Wales repeating the feat 
P — анн алаг. Mam 
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